Speaking Hope to the World

Lesson #2
Basic Bible Reading

There are certain regular practices that every new Christian should get
accustomed to if he or she wants to experience all that God has to offer.
Those practices include:

Bible Reading

e« Prayer

e Church Attendance

e Sharing your Faith, and

« Obedience to God’s Word

This study explores the basic practice of Bible reading, how to read the
Bible, and how through that reading you can experience significant changes
in your life.

Do you want to experience all that God has in store for you? The gateway to
much of that experience is in the scripture. The Bible says of itself: “All
Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, for training in righteousness; so that the man of God may be
adequate, equipped for every good work” (II Timothy 3:16-17).

I was once asked by a young Christian why he couldn’t hear God speak. He
said that he didn't have time to read the Bible but wanted to hear God
speak. I told him, “If you aren’t listening to what God has already said in the
Bible then why would He have anything else to say to you?”

As you learn to read and love the scripture you will find a treasure of wisdom
and help for everything you need in life.
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Reading The Bible Educates Us

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work” (II Timothy 3:16-17).

“His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and
excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and very great
promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of
sinful desire” (1L Peter 1:3-4).

“For this commandment that I command you today is not too hard for you,
neither is it far off. It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend
to heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ Neither is
it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘"Who will go over the sea for us and
bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ But the word is very near you.
It is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it” (Deuteronomy
30:11-14).

The Bible presents itself as historical and factual, not a book of
philosophy. We should therefore treat it as such.

“All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be
complete, equipped for every good work” (II Timothy 3:16-17).

The writers of the Bible were not philosophers trying to communicate a new
way of living. They were average men who God inspired to write accounts of
his plan to redeem man from the ravages of sin. The Bible is an historical
document, telling the history of God’s relationship with man.

Read chapters 3 and 4 in the book of Genesis. What does it tell you about
man’s nature?

The Bible presents itself as the inspired Word of God. As such, it has
authority to instruct you in every area of your life.


https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=II+Timothy+3.16-17&t=ESV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=II+Peter+1.3-4&t=ESV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Deuteronomy+30.11-14&t=ESV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=Deuteronomy+30.11-14&t=ESV
https://www.blueletterbible.org/search/preSearch.cfm?Criteria=II+Timothy+3.16-17&t=ESV

“His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own glory and
excellence, by which he has granted to us his precious and very great
promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of
sinful desire” (II Peter 1:3-4).

Because the Bible is inspired by God it carries God’s authority. It is through
God’s authority that we are able to live transformed lives. No other book or
writing in history has the authority to change us the way the Bible has.

How has reading the Bible changed you so far? What ideas or lifestyle habits
have you already changed in your first experiences with the Bible?

The Bible presents itself as truth. The Bible is accurate and
trustworthy for every topic that it addresses, therefore, we should
trust it.

“For this commandment that I command you today is not too hard for you,
neither is it far off. It is not in heaven, that you should say, ‘Who will ascend
to heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ Neither is
it beyond the sea, that you should say, *‘Who will go over the sea for us and
bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ But the word is very near you.
It is in your mouth and in your heart, so that you can do it” (Deuteronomy
30:11-14).

Since God is the Creator of all things—even us—it stands to reason that God
is trustworthy when He has something to say in the Bible about our lives.

In your reading of the Bible so far, what do you see in its pages that are
relevant to your life? Will you trust it?

Knowing The Bible Changes Us

Because the Bible is historical and factual it has many examples in
its pages that we can apply to our lives.
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“The words “it was counted to him” were not written for his sake alone, but
for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the
dead Jesus our Lord” (Romans 4:23-24).

“For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction,
that through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures
we might have hope” (Romans 15:4).

The Bible is not simply a book of philosophy or stories. The objective of the
Bible is to provide life-changing transformation for the person who trusts its
truth. Throughout the Bible there are many examples to follow to help us
become all that God wants us to be. You get to know the Bible by reading it!

As you read the stories about Jesus in the New Testament, what stands out
to you about Jesus’ character that you want to emulate?

If we trust the Bible as inspired and authoritative then we can
experience personal transformation facilitated by its pages.

“Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness: that the man of God
may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work” (II Timothy
3:16-17)

When we say the Bible is inspired it means that its words come from God
who inspired certain writers to write them down for our benefit. When we
say it is authoritative we mean that the Bible carries God’s authority to
transform us since it comes from God.

How can you express your trust in the Bible to transform you? How can you
act upon what you read in the Bible to help change your life?

The Bible can help us become people of truth.

“Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth” (John 17:17).
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The Bible can help us become people of truth because the Bible is truth.
When we trust its words as coming from God we can change our thoughts,
feelings, and behaviors to make our character more in line with God’s truth.

Do you want to become a person of truth? Why? What can you do today to
express your trust in God’s truth?

Sharing The Bible Changes Others

When we share the Bible with others it can help change their lives.

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all that I have commanded you. And behold, T am with you always, to the
end of the age” (Matthew 28:19-20).

Every Christian is called by God to share his word with others. When we
teach others to observe his commands we are sharing his word, his truth.
Just as your life is changed by God’s word, so too you can help change
others by sharing what you know from the Bible.

Have you recently told anyone about your experience with Jesus? Telling
others about Jesus can be life changing. Who will you share with today?

Our Bible reading is incomplete unless we allow it to work a change
in our lives.

“Put away all filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness
the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. But be doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer
of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks intently at his natural
face in a mirror. For he looks at himself and goes away and at once forgets
what he was like. But the one who looks into the perfect law, the law of
liberty, and perseveres, being no hearer who forgets but a doer who acts, he
will be blessed in his doing” (James 1:21-25).
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Imagine if you studied for a career in school but forgot everything you
learned. Where would you career be? Your schooling would have been a
waste. So too, the Bible has many things to teach us. As our lives change,
others see that and it can have an impact on them as well.

What do others see in your relationship with Jesus that they would like to
have? How can your life transformation be an example to others?

By becoming people of truth, guided by the scriptures, we can live as
an example to others of how God can change a person'’s life.

“Be imitators of me, as I am of Christ” (I Corinthians 11:1).

Your life might be the only Bible that some people read. Therefore, how we
live our lives in front of others is important to helping them see the light and
truth of Jesus.

How are you trying to imitate Christ today? Do you know of any other
Christians whom you would feel confident in imitating their way of life?

For more information or help please write to info@twrafrica.org or our
WhatsApp number +27 72 641 4475.
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